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Florida Passes New Legislation to Reduce Windstorm Insurance  

in Advance of 2007 Hurricane Season 

WILMINGTON, DEL. – Jan. 24, 2007 – In preparation for the 2007 hurricane season, 
the Florida Senate and Florida House of Representatives recently approved a bill to 
reduce the rising cost of windstorm insurance premiums from five to 25 percent, 
providing relief for the citizens of Florida and helping them better protect their homes 
and businesses from hurricane damage.  Newly-elected Florida Governor Charlie Crist, 
who initiated the special legislative session to address ways to cut rates on hurricane 
coverage, is expected to sign the bill this week.  

DuPont Glass Laminating Solutions (GLS) worked with government representatives in 
Tallahassee to underscore the need to reduce insurance rates and allocate more funds to 
support “storm-proofing” efforts for homeowners.  One key part of the legislation was to 
remove building code exemptions in the Florida panhandle.  This area has traditionally 
had lower requirements for windborne debris protection than the rest of the state, which 
amounts to other citizens having to pay the insurance for panhandle residents. The 2001 
Florida Building Code required only one mile of protection for seven western counties in 
this area of the state, which was negotiated in the Florida Senate as a compromise within 
the 2001 building code.  In 2006, the Florida Building Commission recommended that 30 
percent of this area along the 130 mph wind zone line required protection.  The new 
legislation requires that all Florida residents have the same protection.  This should 
equate to less property damage from major hurricanes and reduced insurance losses, 
which will help to reduce insurance rates with discounts for buildings that comply with 
the stronger building code.   

The Florida Building Commission must now adopt these changes into the Florida 
Building Code. Timing for enforcement has not been determined; however, DuPont GLS 
is planning to continue encouraging support for this provision of the bill until it becomes 
part of the building code and is implemented statewide. 



 “DuPont Glass Laminating Solutions is proud to have played a role in successfully 
advocating for better hurricane protection for Florida residents,” said Jim Juetten, 
government affairs manager, DuPont. “This legislation is important to making hurricane 
and windstorm coverage more affordable and more widely available to homeowners to 
help lessen the financial impact of repairing property that is damaged by hurricane winds 
and windborne debris.  We applaud the efforts of the Florida government to work 
together to protect citizens throughout the state.”   

DuPont’s Glass Laminating Solutions group has extensive experience in providing 
counsel to states developing stronger building codes. Last year, DuPont helped enact a 
stronger building code in Mississippi.  Similar work in Louisiana in 2005 also led to the 
passage of stronger codes, which will apply to buildings rebuilt in the wake of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita, and all new buildings built or rebuilt statewide starting in this year.  In 
1996, following the devastation of Hurricane Andrew, the state of Florida asked DuPont 
to participate in a group to study the development of a statewide building code and make 
recommendations on how the state should proceed. This work, along with legislative 
action, resulted in the formation of the Florida Building Commission, which helped to 
pass legislation for stronger building codes.   

 Founded in 1802, DuPont puts science to work by creating sustainable solutions 
essential to a better, safer, healthier life for people everywhere.  Operating in more than 
70 countries, DuPont offers a wide range of innovative products and services for markets 
including agriculture and food; building and construction; communications; and 
transportation. 
 


